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An e-bulletin for all interested in Justice in Essex

What is on one of the postcards

Essex Probation Experience from an offender’s perspective

Hard-hitting postcard campaign aims to cut knife crime among young

Essex Police, the Criminal Justice Board and Essex
Crimestoppers, joined forces to produce a hard-hitting postcard
campaign against knife crime as part of its 2smart4 series of
initiatives.

The graphic images on the front, of a victim of knife crime,
were backed by the stark statistic that 1 in 3 knife related
injuries are caused by the victims own knife.

The postcards were used in conjunction with a survey in
selected schools on the incidence of knife-carrying among
students.

Essex Police was given some central government additional
funding for the anti-knife crime campaign. This is not because
Essex has a high incidence of knife crime, but because Essex
Police has shared best practice in reaching young people.

More information on the anti-knife campaign messages can be
found at: http://www.2smart.co.uk/knives
http://www.2smart.co.uk/knives.parents.htm
http://www.bebo.com/itdoesnthavetohappen.htm

Southend Probation Office played host to about 100
visitors for its ‘Probation Experience’ day in February.
Visitors included magistrates, local councillors,
practitioners and members of the public, were given an
“offender’s insight” into what it is like to go through the
Probation Experience. Programme tutor Ben Childs took
the role of offender Lee, who was facing a possible jail
term for a repeat offence of violent assault, linked to
heavy alcohol use.

‘Lee’ explained what it was like from the pre-sentence
report interviews, to actually completing the orders of the
court, to undergo anger management training; an alcohol
programme as well as an unpaid work requirement. We
watched ‘Lee’ take part in some of the sessions to help
him change the behaviours which in the past had led to
him committing offences of aggression. Others were
learning new skills with the Education Training Agency.

Visitors were also able to sit in on a Multi Agency Public
Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) meeting, where
representatives of the different agencies agree what
measures must be in place for an offender on release from
a jail term for serious or sexual assaults.

Among the visitors was Mrs Maureen Vince, Chairman of
Rochford Parish Council, who has had first hand
experience of unpaid work undertaken by offenders, both
on council project and on Almshouses in Rochford.

“There was some apprehension before it started, but
they did a fantastic job. We are very pleased with the
quality of the work and the behaviour of those involved,”
said Mrs Vince.

Above, Ben Childs, centre, in role as an
offender, with Maureen Vince, Rochford
Parish Council Chairman and Jonathan
Edosomwar, offender manager.
Below, one of the anger management

sessions in progress.

The next Probation Experience will be
at Colchester on 16 May.
To book your place email:
Lynne McKay at Essex Probation


