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Should you have any comment
about the way that staff behave
when in your home, write to the
monitoring centre at the address
below. Any complaint would be
investigated

Monitoring Contractor:

Premier Monitoring Services Ltd,
PO Box 45,

Norwich,

Norfolk, NR3 1BF.

Telephone: 08080 965124.

Essex Probation Service:
Cullen Mill

49 Braintree Road
Witham

Essex
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Your Home...
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Your home....

Your home has been proposed
by a prisoner as a suitable address
for Home Detention Curfew
(HDQ). This is a scheme which
allows certain prisoners to spend
up to the last 120 days of their
custodial sentence on a curfew
enforced by electronic monitoring
(or 'tagging'). They have to stay
at the address between certain
hours. A tag is attached to their
ankle to check that they are there
at the right times. If they aren't,
they may be returned to prison.

HDC is not a right.

The Prison Service will consider a
number of issues when deciding
if someone is suitable for HDC.
These will include risk to the
public, the prisoner's risk of
re-offending, and whether the
address is suitable.

The Probation Service needs to
know what you think about the
prisoner being curfewed to your
address. This leaflet gives you
information about HDC, and how
it will affect you.

If you have any questions at any
time, please use the contact
details on the back.

What happens on HDC?

A prisoner must stay at a particular address for a set time each day - usually at night
from 7pm to 7am - for up to 120 days. Breaking the “curfew”, as it is called, or any
other conditions on the licence, can lead to a return to prison.

Tagging
The curfew will be enforced by what is called electronic monitoring (tagging). The tag
- about the size of a watch - is usually fitted around the ankle.

Checking up with a special unit....

A monitoring unit about the size of a satellite receiver is installed in the home. It checks
whether the person is at home during their curfew hours. If they are not, or if there is
some other problem, it will alert the staff at the monitoring centre, who may telephone
or pay a visit. Touching or moving the unit will also alert staff, and interfering with it
can result in the curfewee being recalled to prison.

Needs a little electricity....

The monitoring unit must be plugged into the mains. If your electricity is paid by
card/key/coin, you must ensure that it does not run out. The equipment does not use
much electricity - it should only cost about 2p per day.

Needs a telephone line....

The unit must also be attached to a telephone line - this could be your own. Any calls
that the monitoring unit or the curfewee makes to the monitoring centre will not cost
you anything. You would just pay for your own calls as usual, which wouldn’t be
affected by the HDC unit. However, other services, such as a fax machine, internet or
ansaphone may need to be switched off. This includes the BT 1571 answering service.

A line can be installed....

If there is no telephone line, or if an existing line cannot be used, the monitoring staff
will arrange for a telephone line to be installed. This special line can only be used to
contact the monitoring centre or the emergency services. It will be disconnected at the
end of the curfew.

You will be contacted about this....
Monitoring staff may contact you before the start of the curfew to check to see
whether there is a suitable line for their use.

BT will get in touch....
If you are the householder and a new phone line is required, you will need to allow BT
to install the line. You will receive a letter confirming the appointment.

You need to be happy with this....
If you do not feel you can allow this, the monitoring centre will not be able to monitor
the curfewee. Your home would not then be acceptable as a curfew address.

How will it affect
you and others?

The probation service is required to check
whether your home would be suitable as a
curfew address, and will ask for your views
on having the prisoner living with you.
Length of stay

Any person who is on the HDC will have to
stay in one place for the whole of the
curfew period. This is likely to be for 12
hours per day and for up to 120 days.

Give it some thought

You need to think about whether you are
happy to have the prisoner at home for that
length of time. You will also need to
consider the effect it may have on you and
your family.

Tell us

If you think it might put you or other
residents at risk, or if there might be other
difficulties, please tell the probation service
as soon as possible. It is your right to say no.
Monitoring staff visits

If the person on a curfew does not break
their conditions at all, the only contact with
the monitoring staff should be when they
install the equipment initially, when they
complete a routine monthly check on the
equipment, and when they take it away at
the end of the curfew. They will always
carry identification. They do not drive
marked vehicles or wear a uniform.
Contact at reasonable times

They may need to phone and visit. They will
always phone or visit during the curfew
hours (unless the curfewed person agrees to
a visit at another time), and will not do so
between midnight and 6am unless they are
investigating a possible violation of the
curfew.

Information of address

The Police will need to be informed that the
curfewee is staying at your address.



